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7th Sunday of Easter (B)

Cf. Ps 26:7-9
O Lord, hear my voice, for I have called

to you;

ofyou my heart has spoken: Seek his face;

hide not your face from me, alleluia.

1:15-17.20-26

'Ve must choose one of these to be a witness to

his resunection with us..

Ps 1027-2. 1 1-12. 19-20. R.v.19

R) The Lord has set his sway in
heaven.

My soul, give thanla to the Lord;
all my being, bless his holy name.

My soul, give thanks to the Lord
and never forget all his blessings. (R)

For as the heavens are high above the earth
so strong is his love for those who fear him.
As far as the east is from the west

so far does he remove our sins. (R)

The Lord has set his sway in heaven

and his kingdom is ruling over all.

Give thanks to the Lord, aii his angels,

mighty in power, fulfilling his word. (R)

John4:11-16
Anyone who liues in loue liues in God, and

God liues in him.

cf. Jn 14:18

Alleluia, alleluia!
I will not leave your orphans, sals the hrd;
I will come back to you,
and your hears will be fuIl of joy.

Alleluia!

John 17:11-19

That they ma1, be one like us!

Jn 17.22

Father, I pray that they may be one
as we also are one, alleluia.

The Gospel of John has a different quality
to that of the so-called synoptic Gospels of
Matthew, Mark and Luke. It deals

especially with the relationship between

Jesus and the Father. Jesus come on this
earth, because it was the will of the Father.

He dies on a cross, because it is the will of
the Father. Today s Gospel is nothing other
than Jesus' prayer to the Father. He knows
now that he will soon be 'returning' to the
Father and he wants to prorect his followers
from the 'evil one'. He is not asking the
Father to remove us from the world, but to
consecrate them in the truth. Here Jesus is

talking about all of us, Christians of the
2lst century. As Christians we are 'in' the
world, but not 'of it. But what does that
mean? And how can we be consecrated in
the truth? First of all we must live in such a

way that we see this earthly life as a

preparation the real life, the life with God in
paradise. The world tries to persuade us that
riches and material possessions are what life
is all about. If we are 'consecrated in the
truth', we know the real meaning of life.
The devil. The Prince of this world is the
Master of Lies. There are so many situations
in the world today where lies are presented

as truth and truth as lies. If we have been

consecrated in the truth, we have the
strength to see through all the falsehoods

that are being presented to us as the truth.
Thus we can be a light in the darkness for a
society which has lost its way.
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28. The loneliness, fear and insecuriry
experienced by those who feel abandoned
by the system creates a fertile terrain for
various "mafias". These flourish because

they claim to be defenders ofthe forgotten,
often by providing various forms of
assistance even as they pursue their criminal
interests. There aiso exists a rypically
"mafioso" pedagogy that, by appealing to a
false communirarian mysrique, creates

bonds ofdependenry and fealry from which
it is very difficult to break free.

The Still \Taters of Beautyx
THE END OF TIME

'Make haste to help me, O Lord, my
salvation!'This is that very salvation,
brothers and sisters. concerning which, as

the apostle Peter says, the prophets searched
and inquired. though rhey did not find what
they sought. Bur they inquired into it and
Forerold it, while we have come and lound
what rhey searched lor. Although, at the
same time, we ourselves have not yer received
it. \What ii more, others after us s[rall be born
and shall find what they themselves do not
receive, and will pass away.

And so at the end of the day we shall ali
receive rhe 'penny oI salvarion' together, in
the company o[ the patriarchs and the
prophets and the aposrles. For you know
rhat rhe hired labourers were raken to the
vineyard at different times, and yet they all
received equal wages. And so rhe prophets
and apostles and martyrs and ourselves. and
those who come afrer us unril the end of
time, shall receive the same eternal salvation

at the conclusion of all things. Thus,
conremplaring rhe glory of God and
beholding- his 

^face, 
we shall praise him in

eterniry. free from imperlection, lree from
any punishments of wrong-doing. free from
any perversiry of sin, praising him, and not
longing for him any more but now
possessing him. lor whom we longed to the
very end, and in whom we rejoiced in hope.

For we shall be in that ciry, where God is our
good, where God is our light. our bread and
5ur lile. We shall find in h"im whatever good
thjng there is, whose absence now causes us
grief, In him rhere will be thar peace which,
when we think of it now, causes us to suffer
and to be filled with longing. For we
remember that 'dry of rest' in the
recollection of which we have said so much
already. and so much needs to be said
ceaselessly - not with the lips but with rhe
heart, for with our lips we are silent that our
hearts may cry out.
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