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#tuRtr F alth Sundry
ENT'RANCE ANT'IPHON:

Cf. Ps 67:5-7,36
God is in his holy place,
God who unites those who dwell in his

house;
he himself gives might and strength

to his people.

FIRST READING; II Kings 4:42-44
They will eat and haue some lefi ouer.

PSALI\'I: Ps 144: 10-11.15-18. R.v16

R) You open wide your hand, O Lord,
and grant our desires.

A1l your creatures shall thank you, O Lord,
and your friends shall repeat their blessing.

They shall speak ofthe glory ofyour reign
and declare your might, O God. (R)

The eyes ofall creatures look to you
and you give them their food in due time.
You open wide your hand,
grant the desires of all who live . (R)

The Lord is just in all his ways

and loving in all his deeds.
He is close to ali who call him,
who call on him from their hearts. (R)

SECONDREADING:Ephesians 4:1-6
One Body, one Lord, one faith, one baptism.

GOSPELACCIAMAIION:
Alleluia, alleluia! Lk7:16
A great prophet has appeared among u$;
God has visited his people.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL: John 5:1-15

Jesus gaue out as much as ruas wanted to all
ruho utere sitting ready.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: Mt 5:7-8
Blessed are the mercifirl,

for they shall receive mercy.
Blessed are the clean ofheart,

for they shall see God.

about what a commitment such as

marriage or a truly Christian life involves.
\7e brush aside the difficult aspects to
follow our heart. Jesus warns his potential
followers that the only way to follow him
is to take their daily cross. It is useful to
remind ourselves of this when we seem to
have 'hit the buffers'.

"** r:w
Jesus makes it very clear and very often in
the Gospels, what is required of someone
who says they want to follow him. One
thing he doesn't want is half measures. It
has to be all or nothing. In today's Gospel

Jesus gives two examples, one of the man
who discovers a treasure in a field, sells

everything a buys the field. The other
who finds a pearl of great value and sells

all his possessions to buy it. It is not
unlike when a boy falls in love with a girl,
or vice versa. Each wants to leave
everything just to be with the beloved.
The problem borh with following Jesus
and getting maried is that it doesn't work
if we don't give everything. if in marriage
we still try to live as a single person, the
marriage is bound to fail. If we say we
want to follow Jesus but continue to live
like everyone else who has not made that
choice, we will soon find ourselves in
trouble. Often we do not really think
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The Still \Taters of Beautyx .:

NEW CREATION IN GOD
'O God, you have taught me from my youth.'
'Whar have you taught me? That I ought to
remember only your justice. For when I
consider my past life I see what was due to me,

and what I received instead. Punishment was

due, but grace was given. Hell was due, but
eternal life was given.

'O God, you have taught me from my youth.'
From the very beginning of my life in the faith in
which you had renewed me, you taught me that
rhere was nothing about my lile that allowed me

to claim anything you gave as being owed to me.

For no one is convened to God except from the

ways of evil. No one is redeemed except from
captivity, and who can claim, moreover, that
their imprisonment was unjust, when they had

abandoned their leader and defected to join a

traitor? God is the leader, and the traitor is the
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38. Sadly, some "are attracted by \Testern
culture, sornetimes with unrealistic
expectations that expose them to grave

disappointments. Unscrupulous traffickers,
frequently linked to drug cartels or arms

cartels, exploit the weakness of migrants,
who too olten experience violence,
trafficking, psychological :rnd physical abuse

and untold sullerings on their journey".
Those who emigrate "experience separation
from their place of origir-r, and often a

cultural and religious uprooting as well.
Fragmentation is also felt by the
communities they leave behind, which lose

their most vigorous and enterprising
elements, and by families, especially when
one or both of the parents rnigrates, Ieaving
the children in the country of origin". For
this reason, "there is also a need to realfirm
the right r-rot to emigrate, that is, to remain
in one's homeland".

devil. God taught us his commands, and the

devil tempted us to deceit. \X/hy did we hear this
prompting to deceit? Is the devil bettcr than
God? Is the one who failed you better than the

one who made you? You believed the devil's

promises, and discovered instead what
punishment was threatened by God.

So now wc are lreed from our captivity. in

hope though not yet to full effect, walking in
faith though not yet in full vision, and so the
psalmist says: 'God has taught me from my
youth'. From my youth I have turned to you,
and have been renewed by you. I was made by
you, and then made a new creation. I was

shaped by you, and then reformed. I learned

that my merits counted for nothing, but that
your grace came to me freely, so that I would
think only ofyour justice and righteousness.

Excerps from tbe Ilnglrh ranslation ol l.he Roman Nfisal O 2010 Inrcrnational (.ommission on EngLish h thc I irrp Orrporarlon. AIL

rights .eserved. '1 he l\alms: A nerv Translation O I 961 l he Grail (En.ehnd) publilhcd br HaLpeL Collins.fixcerlx iiom TH! J[.Rt]5Al ]-N1

IllRLF.. coprrigll (c) 1966 bv Daruon, l.ongrran & Todd, i-rd. and Doubledar, a dnision olRandom Hour, Inc. Reprintcd br Permission.

lHtr CATHOLIC I'RINI'tNG CON'{PAN}'Of FAIINWOIU }l rnnv.catholicprint.co.uli 0l(rl 873 '?'i57 ,, :,r:r @

LITUII.GY

17th Sunday in OT (B)

AND

FRANCIS,

:

1i


