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3rd Sunday of Lent (B)

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:Cf. Ez 36: 23-26

Sunda)r
our own spiritual lives, we need to learn
how to understand the underlying
significance in things that happen to us.

Today's Gospel recounts one occasion

when Jesus really seems to 'lose it'. He
makes a whip, scatters money and
overturns tables. Some Christians use

this to justify losing their own temper,
but often their anger has been roused by
many things other than their love for
God. Nevertheless, in the Gospel, Jesus
shows that there is such a thing as

'justified' anger. \7E cannot stand
calmly by and ignore behaviour which
is clearly wrong. \7hen challenged by
the Jews, Jesus gives a very mystical
reply which they don't understand:
'Destroy this sanctuary and in three

days I will raise it up.' In fact, the
various references that Jesus makes in
the Gospels to his death and
resurrection are not understood, even

by his closest disciples. This shouldn't
surprise us because most of us tend not
to be able grasp things which are

expressed in a poetic of mystical way. In
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19. A decline in the birthrate, which leads

to the aging of the populatio.t, tog.th..
with the relegation of the elderly to a sad

and lonely existence, is a subtle way of
stating that it is all about us, that our
individual concerns are the only thing that
matters. In this way, "what is thrown away

are not only food and dispensable objects,

but often human beings themselves". \7e
have seen what happened with the elderly
in certain places in our world as a result of
the coronavirus. They did not have to die
that way. Yet something similar had long
been occurring during heat waves and in
other situations: older peopie found
themselves cruelly abandoned. tiTe fail to
realize that, by isolating the elderly and
leaving them in the care of others without
the closeness and concern of family
members, we disfigure and impoverish the

family itself. \7e also end up depriving
young people ofa necessary connection to
their roots and a wisdom that the young
cannot achieve on their own.

s
*'

w

\ 5

k

is holy,
evef.

St Teresa's \flay of Perfectionx
JESUS STILL LIVES

Jesus lives and works among us from the
beginning of our lives until the end. Jesus
lived on earth and still lives. The life ofJesus

continues to this day in the lives ofthe saints

and in our own poor lives too.

The good news of the gospel is made present

in us. It gives Christ a thousand different
faces, a thousand different ways of being.

Our family history helps us to understand
something of our personal heritage; and in
the same way, the story of salvation history
helps us to understand more about who

Jesus is and the promises he came to fulfil.
The Spirit must now write the life ofJesus in

our own lives and the lives of those about us.

The ink is still wet, the writing in progress.

But the writing is in a language we do not
understand, and the paper is darker than the
ink!

Twenry-six letters of the alphabet make

words of astonishing variery. They express

feelings, thoughts, actions... They fill
volumes. In the same way God is writing
numerous books, each one different, each

one with its own meaning and story. But
only faith enables us to open them and read

what God is writing.
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FIRST READING: Exodus 20:1-17
The Law was giuen through Muu.

PSALM: Ps 18:8-11. R. Jn 6:68

R) You, Lord have the message of
etemal life.

The law of the Lord is perfect,
it revives the soul.
The rule of the Lord is to be trusted,
it gives wisdom to the simple. (R)

The precepts of the Lord are right,
they gladden the heart.
The command of the Lord is clear,
it gives light to the eyes. @)

COMMUNION ANTIPHONCf. Ps 83: 4-5

The sparrow finds a home,
and the swallow a nest for her young:
by your altars, O Lord of hosts, my King

and my God.
Blessed are they who dwell in your house,
for ever singing your praise.


