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12th Sunday in OT (B)

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Cf. Ps 27 : 8-9

The Lord is the strengh of his people,
a savingrefuge forthe one hehas anointed"
Sar.e your people, Iond, and blas pur heriuge,
and govern them for ever.

FIRST RE"ADING: Job 38:1.8-11
Here your proud. u,,aues shall breah.

PSALM: Ps 106.23-26.28-31. R.vl

R) O give thanks to the Lord,
for his love endures for ever.

Some sailed to the sea in ships
to trade on the mighty waters.
These men have seen the Lord's deeds,

the wonders he does ln the deep. (R)

For he spoke; he summoned the gale,

tossing the waves of the sea

up to heaven and back into the deep;
their soul melted away in their distress. (R)

Then they cried to the Lord in their need
and he rescued them from their distress.

He stilled the storm to a whisper:
all the waves of the sea were hushed. (R)

They rejoiced because ofthe calm
and he led them to the haven they desired.
Let them thank the Lord for his love,
the wonders he does for men. (R)

SECOND READING: 2 Cor 5:14-17
Now the new creation is here.

GOSPEL ACCIAMATION:
Alleluia alleluia! Lk7:15
A great prophet has appeared zrmong usi
God has visited his people.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL: Mark4:35-41
rYho can this be? Euen the wind and sea obqt

him.

CO\4.Iv1UNION ANTIPHON: Ps 144: 15
The eyes ofall look to you, Lord,

*J;." "* "em 
their food in due

Jesus was asleep in the boat, is significant.
God can seem asleep! He tells us that he

waits for faith. In Nazareth he "could utork
no miracles.... he was amazed at their lack of
foith." On other occasions he praises faith:
having cured the blind man at Jericho, he

says to him, 'Go, your faith has saued you. "
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33. The world was relentlessly moving torvards
an economy rhat, thanks to technological
progress, sought to reduce "human costs"; there
were those who would have had us belicvc that
lreedom of the market was sufficient to keep

everJthing secure. Yet the brutal and unforeseen
blow of this uncontrolled pandcmic forced us to
recovcr our concern for human beings, lor
everyone, rather than for the benefit of a few.
Today we can rccognize that "we led ourselves

on dreams of splendour and grandeur, and
ended up consuming distraction, insularity and
solitude.'!il'e gorged ourselves on neflvorking,
and lost the taste of fraterniry. \We looked for
quick and safe results, only to find ourselves

overwhelmed by impatience and anxiety.
Prisoners of a virtual rea1iry, wc lost the taste

and flavour of the truly rca1".[32] The pain,
uncertainty and fcar, and the realization ofour
orvn limitations, brought on by the pandemic
have only made it all the more urgent that rve

rethink our sryles of lifc, our relationships, the
organization of our societies and, abovc all, thc
meaning of our existence.
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The disciples were terrified: the boat was

almost swamped and the storm raged. \7e
have here, surely, a parable of our own time,
the Covid scourge. It raged throughout the
world, in some parts more than others; it
produced new, threatening varieties; it
challenged medical skill and care. Many of
us were terrified, afraid; many mourned.
The disciples wake Jesus and he calms the
storm. Then he rebukes them geniy, "Why

aere lou afraid?" could you not have had
faith that, even though I was asleep, all
would be well? Or is he saying, You were
right to call on me for help, but why with
fear?'ffhere is your faith in my care for you
and my power to save? Do not be afraid;
the universe is in my hands - the elements,
life and death - and I love you. "Do not be

afraid; only haue faith," he says to Jairus,
when the officials report that Jairus'
daughter, has died. "Do not be ajiaid", and
he restores the child to life. The fact that

€ The Still \Taters of Beautyx
CHRIST A\TAKE IN YOU

' I would haste to find myself a shelter lrom the
raging wind and tempest.' At times, there is the
sea and the storm, and there is nothing you can do
but cry out: 'Lord, I perish'. Then let him who
steps without fear upon the waves stretch out his
hand. Let him remove your anxiety and confirm
his strength in you. Let him speak to you within
and say to you: 'Turn your mind to me, and to
what I have suffered.' Perhaps it is an evil brother
who is causing you grief, or a hostile stranger; but
which ofthese have I not suffered?'

Though the storm rages, he saves us from
weakness of mind and from the storm. Perhaps
your ship is tossed about because he is asleep

within it. lVhile the sea raged, and the boat in
which the disciples sailed was tossed about, Christ
slept. Then finally they saw that among them was
sleeping the ruler and creator of the winds, and so

they approached Christ and roused him. He
commanded the winds, and all became still. Ard

so it is perhaps with good reason that your heart
is disturbed, because vou have forgotten him in
whom you believe. You suffer beyond your
endurance because you do not remember what
Christ has done for you. Ard if you are not
mindful of Christ, then he sleeps. Arouse Christ
and awake your faith.

For Christ slumbers in you if you
sufferings; but ifyou are mindful
then Christ is awake in you.

For when, with a whole heart, you have
considered his sufferings, will you not then calmly
endure what you suffer, even perhaps rejoicing
that through your sufferings you bear a certain
likeness to your King? So when you have begun to
be comforted and to rejoice through thinking
upon these things, he has then arisen, he has

commanded the winds, and therefore there shall
be a great calm. ' I would haste to find myself a
shelter lrom the raging wind and tempest.'

do not recall his
ofhis sufferings,
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