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24th Sunday in OT (B)

Cf. Sir 36:18
Give peace, O Lord, to those who wait

Peter said to Jesus on another
occasion, "You haue the utords of
eternal life." Jeremiah announces, "If
you ttalk in the uay of God, you will

for you,
that your prophets be found true.
Hear the prayers ofyour servant,
and ofyour people Israel.

m)/ seruant, make nnany to be accounted

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:

FIRST

I ffired

RLADING:

ttalk in peaceforeuer. " And Isuah, "By
his knowledge shall the rigltteous one,

righteous." The Apostles taught it
clearly: that believing in Jesus as God,
the Son of God, and living and acting
on his words is Faith.

Isaiah 50:5-9

my back to those wlto struck me.

PSALM:

Ps

114:1-6,8-9. R.v9

R) I will walk in the presence of the
Lord, in the land of the living.

I love the Lord for he

has heard
the cry of my appeal;
for he turned his ear to me
in the day when I called him. (R)

They surrounded me. rhe snares of death,
with the anguish of the tomb;
they caught me, sorrow and distress.
I called on the Lord's name.
O Lord my God, deliver mel (R)

How gracious is the Lord, and iust;
our God has compassion.
The Lord protects the simple hearts;
I was helpless so he saved me. (R)
He has kept my soul from death,
mv eves from tears
,na i"y feer from srumbling.
I will walk in rhe presence oFthe Lord
in rhe land oFthe living. (R)

SECOND READING: James 2:14-18
If good tuorbs do not go with faith, it is
quire dead.

GOSPEL ACCLAMA|ION:

Alleluia, alleluia!
Gal 6:14
The only thing I can boast about is the
cross ofour Lord,
through whom the world is crucified to
me, and I to the world.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL:
You are the

destined to

Mark 8:27-35
Christ. The Son of Man is

sffir

grieuously.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
Cf. I Cor i0:16
The chalice of blessing that we bless
is a communion in the Blood of Christ;
and the bread that we break
is a sharing in the Body of the Lord.

This Gospel passage holds the key to
Faith. "Who d.o you think I am?"Jesrs
asks his disciples. tVho am I ? \Vhy
are you following me? Am I one of
the prophets? A forerunner of the
Christ? of the 'anointed one', the one
promised by God as the fulfilment of
his love for his people? No, says St.
Peter. You are the one. "You are the
Christ." In St. Mamhew's Gospel,
Peter says, "You Are the Christ, the Son
of the liuing God"; in other words, the

one who comes, not as speaking for
God, as the prophets; but speaking as
God. Therefore the Lord could justly

him, that
they be ready to lay down their lives
for his teaching; that they accept his
teaching as the ultimate truth; as
leading safely and directly to final and
eternal happiness. \7hy? because they
are his words and he is God. As St.
ask of those who followed
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45. This has now given free rein to
ideologies. Things that until a few years
ago could not be said by anyone without
risking the ioss of universal respect can
now be said with impuniry, and in the
crudest of terms, even by some political
figures. Nor should we forget that "there
are huge economic interests operating in
the digital world, capable of exercising

of control as subtle as they are
invasive, creating mechanisms for the
manipulation of consciences and of the
democratic proc€ss. The way many
platforms work often ends up favouring
encounter benveen persons who think
alike, shielding them from debate. These
closed circuits facilitate the spread of fake
news and false information, fomenting
forms

prejudice and hate".
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GOD OUR JUDGE

God is the .iudge of your iniquities.

If

he is

God, he is present everyrvhere. \7here can
you hide from his gaze or talk out of his
hearing? If God were to come from the east to
judge, you could hide in the west, and say

whatever you like against him. If he came
from the west, you could hide in the east and
speak there. If he came from the mountain
wilderness to judge, you could go into the
middle of the crowds where you could safely
mufter to yourself. But he comes from no

place in particular to judge, for he is
everywhere both hidden away and present
before all.
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None can understand God, yet none can
remain ignorant of him; so see what you are
doing, speaking iniquities against him. The
Scriptures say elsewhere: 'The spirit of the
Lord has filled the earth, and the surrounds of
the entire universe have knowledge of his
voice. Therefore those who speak iniquity
cannot hide'.

not imagine that God exists in space.
He is with you whether you are doing right or
wrong, and you cannot disguise what you are
doing. He is good to the good, and bad to the
So do

bad, your helper if you are good, and an
avenger against you ifyou are bad.
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